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It’s just happened … 
 
A Robot in Every Home? 

 
On the occasion of the release 
of the World Robotics 
publication for 2004, prepared 
by the UNECE in cooperation 
with the International Federation 
of Robotics (IFR), a conference 
entitled A Robot in Every 
Home? was held in the Palais 
des Nations on 20 October, with 
chief executive officers from 

companies in United States, Germany and the 
Republic of Korea.  An opening address was given 
by the European Union.   As hands-on illustration of 
the issues presented in the Conference, an 
Exhibition of Service Robots was 
also organized, featuring vacuum 
cleaning robots, lawn mowing 
robots, home robots, guide robots, 
guard robots, to mention just a few 
of the applications. The Conference 
was timely also because it was 
exactly 50 years ago that the first 
patent was filed for an industrial 
robot, although it was then called “programmed 
article transfer”.  The first industrial robot was 
installed and put into operation some 40 years ago. 
Since then close to 1.5 million general purpose 
industrial robots have been sold. 

For some years now another type of robot  has 
emerged.  Service robots for professional use in 
non-manufacturing environ-
ments,  such as underwater 
robots, surgical robots, 
space robots, and bomb 
disposal robots are rapidly 
growing in importance.  Well 
over 20,000 service robots 
for professional use are now 
in operation, with an 
additional 50,000 units 
expected to be put in service 
over the next five years. A second category of 

service robot,  those for domestic 
home use, was the focus of the 
Conference.  The UNECE 
estimates that there are already at 
least 1.3 million service robots for 
home use – from vacuum cleaning 
robots, lawn mowing robots to toy 
and hobby robots – with an 
estimated 6-7 million units to be 

added in the next five years. 

For more information contact Jan Karlsson 
(jan.karlsson@unece.org) 

 
Capacity Building Workshop on Trade Facilitation Implementation: Tools, Techniques, Methodologies 

The Workshop (18-20 October) helped policy 
makers and trade facilitation practitioners to better 
understand existing UN/CEFACT trade facilitation 
standards and tools and assessed needs and 
priorities in implementing those tools. It provided 
training in document harmonization and 
simplification, standards and codes supporting 
GATT Articles V, VIII and X and supply-chain 
efficiency. Presenting practical examples of 
successfully operating Single Window systems for 
trade information and documents from 7 developing 
and developed countries, experts recognized clear 
benefits of such a system for all stakeholders. For 
successful trade facilitation implementation, 
participants highlighted the need to adopt a strong 

partnership approach between Governments and 
business, address border-crossing and customs 
procedures, including transit issues, and increase 
technical assistance and capacity building. 
Information flows in international trade and 
document standards are an important precondition 
of moving to electronic documents and paperless 
trade, and the Workshop called for establishing a 
task force for electronic documents in early 2005. 
The Workshop recognized that while WTO 
negotiations will address the “what” of trade 
facilitation in relation to GATT Articles V, VIII and X, 
UN/CEFACT could provide “how” – the solutions 
and tools for implementation.  
For more information visit: www.unece.org/trade.




